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FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS 

White Bear Lake Independent School District (ISD #624) 
High School Expansion Project 

Located in: 
City of White Bear Lake, Ramsey County, MN 

 
 

       STATEMENT OF ISSUE 
 

The White Bear Lake Independent School District (ISD #624) High School Expansion Project is located 
in the City of White Bear Lake, Ramsey County, MN. The proposed project includes a 397,977 square 
foot expansion of new institutional building space (classrooms, office, storage, gymnasium, theater, 
and other accessory/common areas). Other site features will include internal access roads, parking 
lots, sidewalks, stormwater management features, athletic/activity field improvements, and utility 
infrastructure for the expanded school and ancillary uses.  
 
Preparation of an Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) is considered mandatory under 
Minnesota Rules 4410.4300. The White Bear Lake School District is the project proposers, while the 
City of White Bear Lake is the Responsible Governmental Unit (RGU) for review of this project, as per 
Minnesota Rules 4410.4300, Subpart 14(B). 
 
The City of White Bear Lake’s decision in this matter shall be either a negative or a positive declaration 
of the need for an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The City must order an EIS for the project 
if it determines the project has the potential for significant environmental effects. 

 
Based upon the information in the record, which comprises the EAW for the proposed project, related 
studies referenced in the EAW, and other supporting documents included in this Findings of Fact and 
Conclusions document, the City makes the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions: 

 

       ADMINISTRATIVE BACKGROUND 
 

2.1 The White Bear Lake Independent School District (ISD #624) is the project proposer for the High 
School Expansion Project. The Responsible Governmental Unit (RGU) is the City of White Bear 
Lake. A State Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) has been prepared for this project 
as part of the state environmental review process to fulfill requirements of M.S. 116D and 
Minnesota Rules Chapter 4410. The EAW is used to provide sufficient environmental 
documentation to determine the need for a state EIS or that a Negative Declaration is 
appropriate. 
 

2.2 The EAW was filed with the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB) and circulated for 
review and comments to the required EQB distribution list. A “Notice of Availability” was 
published in the EQB Monitor on February 2, 2021. Appendix A contains a copy of the EQB 
Monitor listing for the project and members on the EAW Distribution List. The EAW was posted 
on the ISD #624 web site at: https://www.isd624.org/about/building-our-future. A media 
release was distributed to the White Bear Press on January 25, 2021 (see Appendix A).  

https://www.isd624.org/about/building-our-future
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2.3 The EAW was made available for public review at the White Bear Lake City Office and the 

Ramsey County Public Library (White Bear Lake Branch). Comments were formally received 
through Friday, March 5, 2021. 

 
2.4 A total of 7 comments were received during the EAW comment period. All comments received 

during the comment period were considered in determining the potential for significant 
environmental impacts. Comments received during the comment period and responses to 
substantive comments are provided in Appendix B. 

 

       FINDINGS OF FACT 
 

3.1 Project Description 
Beginning in 2017, ISD #624 created a Strategic Plan to study and identify the District’s needs and the 
ability to provide adequate facilities for existing and future student enrollments. Following the 
Strategic Plan, a comprehensive review of the District’s existing facilities and future needs was 
undertaken. A primary recommendation of the facilities review and planning process was to create a 
single grades 9-12 high school building. The study gathered internal and external feedback from the 
community and brought forth a bond referendum that included several capital improvements 
including the construction of a single White Bear High School building located at the site of the existing 
North Campus Site. In the fall of 2019, voters in the ISD 624 district approved the referendum, 
whereby providing the needed funding for the expanded high school. Other operational 
recommendations being planned include moving the District Offices from Central Middle School to 
the Sunrise Park building and converting the South Campus High School (currently serving 11th and 
12th grades) to a middle school for the southern portion of the District.  
 
Construction of the proposed school expansion will include three additional wings that will be one- 
and three-story structures. Other associated school facilities include added student and faculty 
parking, student drop-off zones, school bus loading/unloading zone, and internal access/circulation 
roads. In conjunction with the school building facilities, the project proposes to construct or 
reconfigure the athletic fields and courts at both the North Campus site and Central Middle School 
site. The proposed facilities will accommodate a variety of activities including, but not limited to, 
physical education classes and team sports such as football, soccer, lacrosse, tennis, track & field, etc. 
The centrally located track and field is proposed to include “stadium lighting” for evening events. 
Larger events (varsity football) will continue to utilize the stadium facility located at South Campus. 
 
Included in the project site is the Central Middle School. While no exterior building improvements will 
occur, the Middle School facilities will be expanded into what is currently District administrative space. 
The school administration facilities will be relocated to what is currently Sunrise Park Middle School, 
which is located several miles south of the proposed high school expansion site. Additionally, the two 
schools propose to share a new bus loading and drop off zone and the athletic/activity facilities.  
 
Roadway improvements in the study area will also occur in conjunction with the school improvements. 
These improvements are being developed by ISD #624, in close coordination with the appropriate 
roadway authorities (MnDOT, Ramsey County, and White Bear Lake). Transportation improvements 
include traffic control changes, intersection safety/capacity improvements, and enhanced 
pedestrian/bicycle facilities. Utility infrastructure (sewer/water) will be improved within and to the 
project site. Stormwater infrastructure will include both surface and underground collection and 
treatment system that will be design in accordance with local and state regulations. 
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3.2 Additional Information Regarding the EAW Since It Was Published 

Since the EAW was published, the project site plan has remained the same and no changes to the 
EAW findings are needed.  

 

3.3 Findings Regarding Criteria for Determining the Potential for Significant 
Environmental Effects 
Minnesota Rules 4410.1700 provides that an Environmental Impact Statement shall be ordered for 
projects that have the potential for significant environmental effects. In deciding whether a project 
has the potential for significant environmental effects, the following four factors described in 
Minnesota Rules 4410.1700, Subp.7 shall be considered: 

 
A. Type, extent, and reversibility of environmental effects 

B. Cumulative potential effect of related or anticipated future projects  

The RGU shall consider the following factors: whether the cumulative potential effect is 
significant; whether the contribution from the project is significant when viewed in 
connection with other contributions to the cumulative potential effect; the degree to which 
the project complies with approved mitigation measures specifically designed to address the 
cumulative potential effect; and the efforts of the proposer to minimize the contributions 
from the project 

C. The extent to which the environmental effects are subject to mitigation by ongoing public 
regulatory authority.  

The RGU may rely only on mitigation measures that are specific and that can be reasonably 
expected to effectively mitigate the identified environmental impacts of the project; and 

D. The extent to which environmental effects can be anticipated and controlled because of other 
available environmental studies undertaken by public agencies or the project proposer, 
including other EISs. 

The City of White Bear Lake’s key findings for the ISD #624 Highway School Expansion Project with 
respect to each of these criteria are set forth below: 

 
3.3.1 Type, Extent, and Reversibility of Impacts 

The City of White Bear Lake finds that the analysis completed during the EAW process is adequate to 
determine whether the project has the potential for significant environmental effects. The EAW 
describes the type and extent of impacts anticipated to result from the proposed project. In addition 
to the information in the EAW, the additional information described in Section 3.2 of this Findings of 
Fact and Conclusions document as well as the public/agency comments received during the public 
comment period (see Appendix B) were taken into account in considering the type, extent, and 
reversibility of project impacts. Following are the key findings regarding potential environmental 
impacts of the proposed project and the design features included to avoid, minimize, and mitigate 
these impacts: 

 
3.3.1.1 Land Use:  

Land Use and Development: The project is proposed on the same location as the existing White Bear 
Lake High School North Campus and Central Middle School. The site plan does include expansion of 
the ISD #624 property with the acquisition of several residential building sites.  
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The City of White Bear Lake’s 2040 Comprehensive Future Land Use Plan identifies “Public/Semi-
Public” and “Residential” for the property within the school site plan. There are no special 
districts/overlays associated with the site. A replatting and rezoning of several residential parcels 
will occur as part of the local site development and permitting/approval process.  

 
3.3.1.2 Water Resources: 

Surface Waters: The project will not involve work in surface waters. Several water features are near 
the project area, Bald Eagle Lake, White Bear Lake, and a few unnamed wetlands. Runoff from 
construction sites can impact downstream surface waters which is mitigated by the temporary and 
permanent BMPs required under the NPDES/SDS Construction Stormwater Permit. Temporary 
erosion and sediment control measures will be implemented throughout the construction activities 
to protect downstream receiving surface waters. Permanent BMPs are discussed more in the 
following section, stormwater management. 

 
Groundwater: The site of the proposed school expansion is located outside of White Bear Lake’s 
Wellhead Protection Plan area and is not located within a designated wellhead protection or drinking 
water supply management area. 
 
Wastewater:  
The expanded school will produce and increase the amount of wastewater from the site. The 
wastewater generated in the school will be sanitary sewage and will be serviced by the City and 
Metropolitan Council Environmental Services sanitary sewer lines and ultimately treated at the 
Metropolitan Wastewater Treatment Plant. A total of 61,000 gallons per day of wastewater is 
estimated to be produced which is within the capacity of existing sewer lines and the treatment plant. 
 
Stormwater Management: The study area lies within the Rice Creek Watershed District (northern 
portion of study area) and the Vadnais Lake Area Water Management Organization (southern portion 
of study area). The majority of existing stormwater from the North Campus School building, including 
the surrounding parking areas, slope to the north towards existing wetlands surrounding the athletic 
fields. The post school expansion drainage patterns on the site will maintain the existing drainage 
patterns. The project will result in an increase of impervious surfaces by approximately 14.3 acres. The 
majority of the added impervious is a result of the school building expansion, new parking lots, access 
roads, and sidewalks. To meet water quality permit requirements, a series of stormwater 
ponds/infiltration basins and underground chamber cells are proposed throughout the site. All 
stormwater BMPs will comply with local and state requirements.  

 
Water appropriation: The school site is currently connected to the City of White Bear Lake’s municipal 
water supply provided to the site via connections to the Division Avenue watermain line. Existing 
water main lines will be utilized and upgraded as needed, including added connections to improve 
looping and provide redundancy in the system.  
 
If temporary dewatering is necessary for construction activities a MNDNR water appropriations 
permit will be obtained. 

 
Wetlands and wet ditches: The project will result in approximately 1.0 acre of wetland impacts due to 
proposed improvements to the athletic fields located north of the building site. The areas of impact 
are currently used as recreational fields for school and athletic activities, but they have been prone to 
wet field conditions. The proposed improvements will fill and regrade the entire athletic field area, 
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whereby creating the wetland impacts. The wetland permitting process is underway including the 
identification of wetland mitigation that will be completed in the form of purchasing wetland credits 
from a certified wetland bank.  

 
Floodplain: There are no designated floodplains within the study area. 

 
3.3.1.3 Contamination: According to the MPCA’s “What’s in My Neighborhood” online dataset, there are five 

known occurrences of potential hazardous waste/contamination within the study area. These 
occurrences are primarily associated with the ISD #624 transportation maintenance facility (bus 
garage/shop and bus storage lot). The proposed project includes the removal and relocation of the 
transportation maintenance facility to an off-site location. The bus garage/shop and associated above 
and below ground fuel storage tanks) and other hazardous materials will be removed in compliance 
with state regulations. Any unknown materials that may be encountered during construction will be 
handled in accordance with the Construction Contingency Plan (CPP), which will identify how to 
handle any contaminants encountered.  
 
All solid wastes generated by construction of the proposed project will be disposed of properly in a 
permitted, licensed solid waste facility. Project demolition of concrete, asphalt, and other potentially 
recyclable construction materials will be directed to the appropriate storage, crushing, or renovation 
facility for recycling. Any contaminated spills or leaks that occur during construction are the 
responsibility of the contractor and would be responded to according to the MPCA containment and 
remedial action procedures. 

 
3.3.1.4 Fish, Wildlife, Plant Communities and Sensitive Ecological Resources: The project is not anticipated to 

have any substantial adverse impacts to fish, wildlife, and ecologically sensitive resources. Impacts to 
existing vegetation, including the removal of trees, grasslands, and other natural vegetation will occur 
because of constructing the proposed project. Efforts will be made to minimize and protect natural 
vegetation and a complete landscape/vegetation plan is being developed and will be in accordance 
with City zoning and replacement requirements. Vegetative screening of adjacent residential 
properties will also be provided per city code.  

 
3.3.1.5 Historic: A literature review was conducted for the study area to determine if any known 

archaeological or historic cultural resources have been previously identified surrounding the school 
site. Information obtained from the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (MnSHPO) shows 
there are no known or National Register listed archaeological or historical sites within to the study 
area. As a result of the review, it has been determined that no archaeological or historical site impacts 
are anticipated. 

 
3.3.1.6 Visual: While there will be minor visual impacts involving the school expansion (increased site 

footprint, building heights, and removal of vegetation), the site is consistent with an urban landscape 
and existing North Campus and Central Middle School developments. Therefore, substantial negative 
visual impacts are not anticipated. 
 

3.3.1.7 Construction Noise and Dust: Construction related activities will result in temporary noise level 
increases associated with construction equipment. The duration of the project is anticipated to last 
up to two full construction seasons with work occurring during daylight hours. High-impact noise 
construction activities will be limited in duration to the greatest extent possible.  
 
Dust generated during construction will be minimized through standard dust control measures such 
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as applying water to exposed soils and limiting the extent and duration of exposed soil conditions. 
Construction contractors will be required to control dust and other airborne particulates in accordance 
with city development standards. After construction is complete, dust levels are anticipated to be 
minimal because all soil surfaces exposed during construction would be in permanent cover (i.e., 
paved or re-vegetated areas). During construction, particulate emissions will temporarily increase due 
to the generation of fugitive dust associated with activities such as building demolition and soil 
disturbance. 

 
3.3.1.8 Transportation: The proposed high school expansion project will generate traffic in the study area. A 

detailed Traffic Impact Study was completed as part of the project development process. The study 
report (included in an appendix of the EAW) defined several transportation improvements that will 
be implemented to mitigate traffic impacts. These improvements include expanding turn lanes, 
intersection traffic controls, lane additions, and pedestrian improvements are being coordinated with 
the appropriate roadway jurisdiction (City of White Bear Lake, Ramsey County, and MnDOT). 
 

3.3.1.9 Considerations Relating to Pedestrians and Bicyclists: Improving the accommodations of bicycle and 
pedestrian movements in the project area has been an important consideration in the planning phase 
of the project. The proposed improvements include new sidewalks interconnecting different uses 
across the site as well as a new sidewalk along 8th Street between Highway 61 and Bloom Avenue. 
Additional sidewalk and trail improvements in the area are being assessed by the School District in 
coordination with the City of White Bear Lake, White Bear Township, and Ransey County. 

 
3.3.1.10 Summary finding with respect to these criteria: The City of White Bear Lake finds that the project, as 

it is proposed, does not have the potential for significant environmental effects based on the type, 
extent, and reversibility of impacts to the resources evaluated in the EAW and in the Findings summary 
above. Project impacts will be mitigated as described in the EAW and in the Findings above. 

 
3.3.2 Cumulative Potential Effects of Related or Anticipated Future Projects 

ISD #624 has no immediate future projects in proximity to the High School Expansion Project that 
would interact with the environmental effects of the proposed action. 
 
The City of White Bear Lake anticipates future land use redevelopment in the City’s Theater District. 
The timeline for development is not known at this time and is highly dependent upon market forces 
and private landowner decisions. The analysis in this document took into consideration future 
development opportunities for the purposes of social, economic, and environmental impacts in the 
study area. Any future projects will be reviewed by the City of White Bear Lake and mitigation (if 
necessary) will be defined as development plans become available. It is not anticipated that future 
projects will combine with the impacts caused by the proposed high school project in this EAW to 
cause significant cumulative potential effects. 
 

3.3.3 Extent to Which the Environmental Effects are Subject to Mitigation by Ongoing Public Regulatory 
Authority 

3.3.3.1 The mitigation of environmental impacts will be designed and implemented in coordination with 
regulatory agencies and will be subject to the plan approval and permitting processes. Permits and 
approvals that have been obtained or may be required prior to project construction include those 
listed in Table 1. 
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Table 1 – Permits and Approvals 

Unit of Government Type of Permit/Approvals Status 

City of White Bear Lake Site Plan Review To Be Obtained 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment to re-guide 
parcels from Low Density Residential to 
Public/Semi-Public 

To Be Obtained 

City Land Use Development/Building Permits To Be Obtained 

Roadway/Access Permit (Division Ave.) To Be Obtained 

Ramsey County Roadway/Access Permit (Bald Eagle Ave.) To Be Obtained 

Rice Creek Watershed District 
Rice Creek Watershed District 

Water Quality Plan Approval To Be Obtained 

Wetland Conservation Act To Be Obtained 

Vadnais Lake Area Water Management Org. Water Quality Plan Review To Be Obtained 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) NPDES/SDS Construction Stormwater Permit To Be Obtained 

Sanitary Sewer Extension To Be Obtained 

Minnesota Department of Labor & Industry Plumbing Plan Review To Be Obtained 

Minnesota Department of Health Food Service To Be Obtained 

Minnesota Department of Transportation Traffic Signal Installation/Modification To Be Obtained 
 

Several of the permits will involve requirements for mitigation to offset the environmental impacts. 
Therefore, the City of White Bear Lake finds that the environmental effects of the project are subject 
to mitigation by ongoing regulatory authority. 

 
3.3.4 Extent to Which Environmental Effects can be Anticipated and Controlled as a Result of Other 

Available Environmental Studies Undertaken by Public Agencies or the Project Proposer, 
Including other EISs 

The City of White Bear Lake finds: 
 

1. The proposed project includes various measures to reduce adverse impacts to the 
environment and existing natural resources. 

2. The project is subject to local, regional, state, and federal requirements. 

3. The project proposed (ISD #624) and/or developer will secure all necessary permits and will 
adhere to all requirements of the permits. 

4. Considering the results of environmental review and permitting processes for similar projects, 
the City of White Bear Lake finds that the environmental effects of the project can be 
adequately anticipated, controlled, and mitigated. 
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4.0 CONCLUSIONS 

1. The of White Bear Lake has jurisdiction in determining the need for an environmental
impact statement on this project.

2. All requirements for environmental review of the proposed project have been met.

3. The EAW and the permit development processes to date related to the project have
generated information which is adequate to determine whether the project has the
potential for significant environmental effects.

4. Areas where potential environmental effects have been identified will be addressed
during further site design and permitting. Mitigative measures will be incorporated into
project design and have been or will be coordinated with permitting agencies.

5. Based on the criteria in Minnesota Rules part 4410.1700, subp. 7, the project does not
have the potential for significant environmental effects.

6. An Environmental Impact Statement is not required for the White Bear Lake (ISD #624)
High School Expansion Project.

7. Any findings that might properly be termed conclusions and any conclusions that might
properly be called findings are hereby adopted as such.

Based on the Findings of Fact and Conclusions contained herein and on the entire record: 

The City of White Bear Lake hereby determines that the ISD #624 High School Expansion 
Project, located in the City of White Bear Lake, Ramsey County, will not result in significant 
environmental impacts, and that the project does not require the preparation of an 
environmental impact statement. 

City Council concurrence by Resolution No. 6-21, declaring a negative need for an 
Environmental Impact Statement, is included in Appendix B. 

Pursuant to Minnesota Rules Part 4410.1700, Subpart 5, a copy of this RGU Record of Decision 
is being provided, within 5 days, to all persons on the MEQB Distribution List, to persons 
commenting and to persons who requested a copy. This Record of Decision will also be made 
available on the City of White Bear Lake’s website and the ISD#624 website. 

For the City of White Bear Lake 

___________________ 
Date 

_____________________________________________ 
Ellen Hiniker  
White Bear Lake City Manager 

ISD #624 Highway School Expansion Project 
March 2021 
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APPENDIX A – EAW Publication and Notification Materials 
 
• EQB Notice of Availability 

• EAW Distribution List 

• EAW Distribution Letter 

• Media Release Provided to White Bear Press 
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EQB Notice of Availability 
February 2, 2021 
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EAW Distribution Letter 
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Media Release Provided to White Bear Press 
January 25, 2021 
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APPENDIX B - EAW Comments and Responses 

The EAW for the ISD #624 High School Expansion Project was distributed on February 2, 2021 to agencies 
and organizations on the official distribution list, as well as additional agencies/ organizations that had 
either requested a copy of the document, and/or that could be affected by the proposed project. The 
comment period for the EAW officially started on February 2, 2021 and closed at the end of the business 
day on March 5, 2021. 

During the agency and public review and comment period, the City of White Bear Lake received 
comments on the EAW from 1 federal agency, 3 state agencies, and 3 regional agencies. No comments 
were received from the public. 

Consistent with state environmental review rules, substantive comments received are responded to in 
this appendix, as part of the Findings of Fact and Conclusions for the project record. Specifically, 
responses have been prepared for substantive statements pertaining to analysis conducted for and 
documented in the EAW, including incorrect, incomplete, or unclear information; permit requirements; 
content requirements. These comments and responses are included on the following pages. Written 
comments agreeing with the EAW project information, general opinions, statements of fact, or 
statements of preference were not formally responded to, but are also included. 
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Comments and Responses to Those Comments 

This section contains the comments and written responses to all comments received from the following 
individuals/agencies during the public comment period: 

 
• US Army Corps of Engineers 

• Minnesota Department of Transportation 

• Ramsey County Public Works Department 

• Metropolitan Council 

• Vadnais Lake Area Water Management Organization 
• Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
• Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
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US Army Corps of Engineers Comments 
    

Response 

1. Comment noted. No response required.

1
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MnDOT Comments (page 1 of 2) Response 

1. ISD #624 will continue to coordinate all transportation improvements
with all roadway jurisdictions including MnDOT, City of White Bear
Lake, and Ramsey County.

2. ISD #624 recognizes the importance of providing safe and efficient
non-motorized transportation facilities. The existing east-west
trail/sidewalk facility located in the central portion of the site area will
remain in-place. From the west, this pedestrian/bicycle facility begins
at the intersection of Bald Eagle Avenue and 9th Street. It continues
east and wraps around the Central Middle School (CMS) building
where it connects to other sidewalks on the school property. The
system is planned to connect to a new sidewalk along 8th Street east of
CMS as part of roadway improvements along 8th Street between Bloom
Avenue and Highway 61.

3. ISD #624 acknowledges the review/submittal requirements and will
continue to work with MnDOT and other stakeholders as
transportation improvements are designed and planned for
construction.

1

2

3 
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MnDOT Comments (page 2 of 2) Response 

See response on previous page 

3 
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Ramsey County Comments (page 1 of 3) Response 

1. ISD #624 acknowledges Ramsey County’s support for the
proposed transportation mitigation commitments stated in the
EAW and comment letter provided. The School District and the
consultant team will continue to work with Ramsey County and
other stakeholders as transportation improvements are further
designed and planned for construction.

1
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Ramsey County Comments (page 2 of 3) 
 

Response 

1. See response on previous page.

2. Further design and permitting of the proposed access and turn
lanes along Bald Eagle Avenue (CSAH 67) will be coordinated
with Ramsey County Public Works Department. The inclusion of
a gate will be further discussed with the County and
representatives from White Bear Lake as restricting access to
the site was raised as a concern by the City Police/Fire
Department.

3. ISD #624 acknowledges that Stillwater Street (CR 86) is
identified in Ramsey County’s Bike and Pedestrian Plan for a
future trail.

4. ISD #624 is aware of the ongoing planning for the future Bruce
Vento Trail along Bald Eagle Ave (preferred route) or Division
Avenue (alternative route). The planned sidewalk
improvements, including crosswalk signage/markings, along
these roadways will be coordinated with Ramsey County, the
City of White Bear Lake, and the CP Railroad.

5. Comment noted. The School District is committed to ongoing
coordination Ramsey County regarding planned transportation
improvements, parking facilities, and future site operations
during school days/hours as well as special event conditions.

1

2

3

4

5
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Ramsey County Comments (page 3 of 3) Response 

5. See response on previous page.

5 
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Met Council Comments (page 1 of 2) Response 

1. A detailed construction plans are developed, ISD#624 will
coordinate with the Met Council on proposed utility
improvements associated with the expanded school project.

2. Green roofs are not currently planned as we are trying to
preserve roof space for future solar arrays. Stormwater will be
managed on grade or below grade with infiltration basins in
accordance with City watershed and MPCA requirements.

1

2 
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Met Council Comments (page 2 of 2)  Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2. See response on previous page.  

 
3. New building structure and systems are designed to allow for 

solar panels to be installed in the future. Accommodations for 
future vehicle charging stations are also being incorporated. 

3 

2 
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Comments  Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
1. Comment noted. All permits and requirements will   

 
2. All development standards will be met, and all permits will be obtained 

prior to the commencement of construction. 
 

3. See response to Comment 1 above. 
 

4. Comment noted, no further response. 

2 
 
3 

1 

4 
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Comments  Response 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
5. ISD #624 is committed to coordination with local agencies on the project 

design and permitting.  

5 
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Comments  Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
1. Sanitary flow calculations and existing/proposed sewer connections for 

the White Bear High School site are included in Appendix C. The 61,000 
gallons per day listed in the EAW is the final flow volume including the 
existing building flows. The flow calculations have been based on 20 
gallons per day for school use with cafeterias and lockers rooms. The 
calculated flows were also compared to the existing high school water 
usage.  

 
2. Comment noted. The SWPPP will be submitted for review as required. 

With construction phasing it is anticipated that a maximum of 15-20 
acres would be disturbed at any given time. Extensive landscaping is 
planned for the project, which includes creating native planted wetland 
buffers, shade trees throughout the site, and drought tolerant plantings.  
Rainwater harvesting (for building/irrigation reuse) and green roofs were 
reviewed and determined to not be feasible at this point in time for the 
project. 

1 

2 
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Comments  Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
3. The noise comments are noted. The general contractor will be required 

to ensure all construction equipment is muffled and in proper working 
order.  

 
4. The City of White Bear Lake’s decision on the need for an EIS will be 

distributed to all member on the EQB Distribution List, including the 
MPCA. This Findings of Fact and Conclusions document provides 
responses to all substantive comments. 

4
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Comments  Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
1. Comment noted.  Dewatering more than 10,000 gpd or 1M gpy is not 

anticipated for the building, site basins, or site utilities construction. If it is 
determined that a permit is needed the contractor will be responsible to 
obtaining the water appropriations permit and abiding by all applicable 
standards. 
 

2. Comment noted. The existing irrigation well currently serves ~10 acres of 
grass sports fields. Those fields are being converted to artificial turf 
eliminating that need for watering. The well source is planned to be used 
for the ornamental landscaped areas that will include native and drought 
tolerant plantings for no increase in water usage. 

 
3. Rainwater harvesting (for building/irrigation reuse) was reviewed and 

determined to not be feasible at this point in time for the project. 
 

4.  Comment noted and the Smart Salting Training information will be 
shared with the School District Administration for consideration. 

 
5. The listed Blanding’s turtle minimization/avoidance measures have been 

reviewed and will be implemented to the extent practicable. 
Surmountable curb is included along many edges of the parking lots and 
natural netting erosion control blankets will be used on site. The 
Banding’s turtle information will be included in the project manual and 
distributed to contractors during construction. 
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Comments  Response 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
5. See response on previous page.  

 
6. The project does not anticipate the need to draw water from any 

surrounding surface waters or the need to require a Water 
Appropriations Permit. 

 
7. Comment noted. The wetland is currently utilized for biology classes. 

Information on the DNR program will be passed along to the school for 
consideration. 
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Comments  Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
8 Copies of the Blanding’s turtle flyer will be included in the project manual 

and distributed to contractors during construction.  
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Comments  Response 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
8. See response on previous page.  
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APPENDIX C – Water/Sewer Calculations and 
Existing/Proposed Utility Connections Map 
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White Bear High School Addition 
 
Existing Sanitary Sewer Routing: 
 

 
  

EXISTING 
SANITARY 
SERVICE 

EXISTING 
SANITARY 
SERVICE 

EXISTING 
SANITARY 

SERVCE 

EXISTING 
SEWER 

CONNECTION 

EXISTING 
SEWER 

CONNECTION 
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Proposed Sanitary Sewer Routing: 
 

 
 PROPOSED 

SEWER 
CONNECTION 

PROPOSED 
CITY SEWER 
EXTENSION 

PROPOSED 
SANITARY 
SERVICE 

PROPOSED 
SANITARY 
SERVICE 

PROPOSED 
SANITARY 
SERVICE 

PROPOSED 
SANITARY 
SERVICE 

PROPOSED 
SANITARY 
SERVICE 

NO 
SANITARY 
CHANGES 


	FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS
	3.1 Project Description
	3.2 Additional Information Regarding the EAW Since It Was Published
	3.3 Findings Regarding Criteria for Determining the Potential for Significant Environmental Effects
	Table 1 – Permits and Approvals


	APPENDIX A – EAW Publication and Notification Materials
	 EQB Notice of Availability

	APPENDIX B - EAW Comments and Responses
	Comments and Responses to Those Comments
	APPENDIX C – Water/Sewer Calculations and Existing/Proposed Utility Connections Map

		2021-04-16T13:53:40-0500
	Ellen Hiniker




