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Understanding School Finance 101

Education in Minnesota is financed through a combination of three funding sources:

● State Revenue - Is the primary funding source and accounts for approximately 70% of Districts’ 
annual revenue.

● Federal Revenue - typically accounts for approximately 5% of Districts’ revenue in the areas of 
meals, special education, and Title programming.

● Local Revenue - accounts for approximately 25% of Districts’ revenue and may be categorized in 
the areas of capital expenditures, facilities improvements, and general operating expenses.

*State law authorizes school boards to submit referendums for operating and capital needs to voters for 
approval.



Fiscal Management: Local Funding Sources

Currently the District has the following Voter Approved Levies and Bonds:

● Operating Levy, 2018-2027
The current operating levy provides funding at the level of $1,326/student. These funds are used 
to pay for any operational expense of the district including salaries, classroom supplies, utilities 
and transportation.

● Building Our Future Bond Referendum, Passed 2019
The BOF bond referendum funds are used for the improvement and renovation of all school 
district facilities as well as the construction of a new elementary school and unification of our 
split campus high school. These voter approved bonds totalled $326M.

● Capital Projects Levy, 2014-2023
The Capital Projects Levy originated in 2003 and was renewed in 2013. This levy has supported 
the acquisition of technology and related services, musical instruments, textbooks and other 
curricular needs. The current levy is 2.208% times the net tax capacity of the district.



Capital Projects Levy Renewal: Continued Capital Needs

● Capital Projects Levy renewal on November 8
○ $2.6 million annually for 10 years

● The funds will be used in the following ways:
○ Safety and security: The capital projects levy allows the district to maintain and 

increase safety and security measures and equipment throughout the district.
○ Technology and related services: The capital projects levy allows the district to 

provide classroom technology, software and computers for students. Related 
services include the maintenance of equipment and technology staff.

○ Textbooks, curriculum materials and equipment, and musical instruments: The 
capital projects levy allows the district to purchase textbooks, curriculum 
materials and equipment, and musical instruments according to our curriculum 
replacement cycle.

○ Transportation: The capital projects levy allows the district to purchase buses and 
vans to maintain its fleet for student transportation.



























School District Levy Funding Levels: Comparison Districts



Capital Projects Levy Renewal: Estimated Tax Impact
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Capital Projects Levy Renewal

VOTE - Nov. 8


